
Recfishing Research

A new approach



Our Brief

Improve investment and the return 
on investment in recreational fishing 

Research, Development and 
Extension at a national scale



Key Players

•Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation 
•Recfish Australia
•Australian Fishing Tackle Association
•Recfishing Research Steering 
Committee
•Infofish Services



How?

• Develop a national approach
• Add value to government and industry 

R&D 
• Guide and increase investment
• Increase industry capacity
• Develop a rapid response approach 
• Improve extension (cement the E to R&D)



A national approach

•Develop and maintain national priorities 
•Engage with industry, government and 
science in identifying priorities and areas 
for investments
•Within national priorities identify areas 
for key investment



Guide and increase investment

•Be proactive in focusing attention on 
priority issues
•Assist in the development of projects
•Identify funding opportunities
•Seek collaboration and co-investment



Increase industry capacity

•Help industry to identify its needs
•Get industry to invest more in research, 
development and extension 
•Develop capacity within industry to 
undertake it own research
•Shift some of the research capacity from 
government and institutions to industry



Rapid response

•Develop the ability to respond quickly to 
emerging issues 
•Rapid assembly of available information 
and distribution to industry and fishers
•Tactical research to get quick answers
•Get ahead of the issues



Improve extension

•Improve connection between research 
and knowledge gain by fishers
•Co-invest to get research information 
out there
•Make better use of fisher’s networks 



What we won’t do?

•Tell researchers how to do their job 
•Undertake research in competition with 
research bodies
•Fund research except in the area of 
extension
•Provide letters of support to projects



National Priorities

•Social and economic importance of 
recreational fishing
•Increase industry capacity

•Develop young people and industry leaders
•National recreational fishing statistics
•Framework for recreational fishing rights

•Best practices in recreational fishing



National Priorities

•Improve fishing competitions

•Effects of access limitations (MPAs)
•ESD effects of fish stocking

•Improve fish welfare
•Improve communication of research results

•Impacts of climate change on recreational 
fishing



The Challenges

•3 years to get established and delivering
•Convincing industry to increase investment 
•Convincing government to increase 
investment and engagement
•Demonstrating to researchers that we can 
value add to what they are doing
•Developing communications networks
•Remaining strategic and not build a 
Recfishing Research empire 
•Becoming relevant to recreational fishers



What have we done so far?

•Workshop to identify initial national priorities
•Workshop on MPAs to determine R,D&E 
priorities and how to get better engagement of 
recreational fishers
•Workshop on fish stocking to determine 
priorities for R,D&E investment
•Improving the performance of fishing 
competitions through NEATFish 
•Working with AFMF on the development of 
national data on recreational fisheries



What are we doing now?

•Consulting with industry and government to refine 
where investment should be directed
•Establishing a new expertise based Steering 
Committee
•Implementing a process for rapidly getting research  
papers to key interest groups and researchers (fish  
feel pain, economic survey of Qld impoundments, 
effects of hooking on bream)
•Shortly will incorporate Released Fish Survival int o 
Recfishing Research and upgrade website
•Working towards an industry funded project on 
Longtail Tuna



What are your priorities that 
can be progressed at a 
national level through 
Recfishing Research?


